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Dear Belle Plaine Families,

As we begin gearing up for the new school year, | want to thank you for being part of a
community that consistently shows up for our students. Whether it's getting school supplies
ready, preparing classrooms, or simply adjusting to a new routine, this time of year brings a
sense of energy and renewed focus.

In that spirit of preparation, | want to share an important update about the future of our schools.
At its July 28 meeting, the Belle Plaine School Board voted unanimously to move forward with a
bond referendum, which will appear on the ballot for a special election on Tuesday, November
4, 2025.

This decision follows two years of thoughtful planning. We've closely studied enrollment trends,
building conditions, operational costs, and most importantly, gathered feedback from our
community through surveys in 2022-23 and again this past spring.

The proposed $65 million bond would support a long-term plan focused on improving safety,
reducing costs, and creating more effective learning environments for our students. If approved,
the November 4 bond referendum would:

e Transform the current middle & high school into a preK-5 elementary school

e Redesign and expand Oak Crest Elementary to serve as the new 6-12 grade middle
and high school

e Close Chatfield School and the District Service Center, consolidating from four
campuses to two

This would reduce our total building footprint by 35,000 square feet and is projected to save
roughly $400,000 per year in operating costs.

Safety is also a top priority. The plan includes redesigned main entrances to improve visitor
access control, reduce the need for students to move between buildings, and improve traffic
flow for buses and families.

On the educational side, we're planning for expanded learning spaces for Ag/Career and
Technical Education (shop classes), Fine Arts, and collaborative learning. Bringing all
elementary students together under one roof would also allow for stronger student support
services and more consistent collaboration among teachers.

The estimated tax impact of the proposed plan would be less than $19 per month on a $250,000
home. Additionally, 13.7% of the project's cost would be covered by the State of Minnesota's
Ag2School Tax Credit, helping reduce the tax burden on agricultural property owners.

There will be many opportunities to learn more this fall through a series of community meetings.
Please learn more about the process, facility needs and proposed plan by visiting our
informational referendum webpage: www.isd716.org/referendum.

Thank you for all you do to support our schools. We look forward to working together in the
months ahead to make sure our facilities reflect the quality of learning we want for every
student.

Ryan Laager
Superintendent
Belle Plaine Public Schools
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